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The principle of proportionality comes from the German police law, which 
is known as the "imperial clause" in public law, and is considered as one of the 
most important principles in protection of human rights. With the in-depth 
study, the connotation of this principle becomes much more abundant. The 
principle of proportionality regulates the relationship between public interests 
and private interests as well as the relationship between means and purpose. It 
requires that such relationship should be coordinated between its two sides 
respectively. The principle of proportionality was later widely used in police 
law enforcement. It plays a significant role in the field of restriction of police 
power and protection of human rights. 
At present, China is constructing the rule of law, to limit the police power 
and protect human rights is inevitable. Police power is very important public 
power, it is related to civil rights and freedom, to a certain extent, it reflects the 
state's rule of law and civilization. And the disproportionate specific 
performance of police law enforcement in our country, reminded us once again 
that absolute power corrupts. Therefore, we must learn to regulate police power 
and protect human rights. We may refer to the successful experience of 
extraterritorial application of the principle of proportionality. 
This paper is divided into four parts: The first part introduces the basic 
meaning of the principle of proportionality, analyzes the development of the 
principle of proportionality; The second part discusses the feasibility and 
necessity that the principle of proportionality be applied to the field of police 
law enforcement in our country from China's administrative law norms and 
practices; The third part focuses on the extraterritorial practice of the principle 
of proportionality, and tries to compare and analyze the difference and 














the United States and Taiwan, China . The fourth part reveals miscellaneous 
cases in which our police enforcement disproportionately exists, and explores 
the possibility of construction of legal structure for applying of the principle of 
proportionality to police enforcement.  
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